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New Covid
cases fewer
than cures
inone day

MEGHDEEP
BHATTACHARY YA

Calentta: Bengal on Monday
logged the highest number of
recoveries in 24 hours, with
3,285, considerably higher
than the new cases found in
the same period, at 2,967, al-
though chief minister Mama-
ta Banerjee ordered the ad-
ministration in the four dis-
tricts adjoining the city to
lower incidence rates.

Prior to this, the maost re-
coveries reported in a day
was on August 10, at 3,208.

Bengal now has witnessed
nearly 142 lakh infections
since the onset of the pandem-
ic, of which 1.11 lakh are

recoveries and 2,851
deaths. Monday’s toll wa
with 13 deaths from Calcutta
and 12 from North 24-Par-

nas.

The chiel minister also
pointed out the relatively
high positive confirmation
rates in the highly populous
North and South 24-Par-
ganas, Howrah and Hooghly.

Though Bengal's average
positive confirmation rate is
8.88 per cent now, North 24-
Parganas and Howrah show
much higher numbers of in-
fection.

With 700 new cases on Mo-
nday, North 24-Parganas now
has 5,879 active Covid-19 cas-
es. South 24-Parganas report
ed 158 new cases, with 1,721
total active cases. Howrah,
with 104 new cases in the day,
now has 1,528 active cases,
and Hooghly, with 108 new
cases, has 1,493 active cases.

As she has been doing in
the past, the chief minister
stressed the need for the three
Ts of testing, tracing and
tracking, and social-distanc-
ing norms, as well as stan-
dard Covid-18 protocols,

Sources said Mamata did
not bring up Calcutta figures,
because there have been clear
signs of a turnaround in the
city since August §.

The total number of active
cases here fell from 7,041 to
5,691 on Monday. Calcutta re-
ported 465 new cases, but 651
recoveries lowered the total
number of active cases by 199
“She wants Calcutta’s
bours to learn from its e:
ple and ri ein in the outbreak,’

y rates have also
been high, which is good,” the
chief minister said.

Bengal's overall recovery
rate at present is at an all-
time high of 78.46 pevr cent.

Of the total 2,851 deaths in
Bengal from the pandemic,
1,187 are from Caleutta and
659 from Morth 24-Parganas.
The state government report-
ed 2,483 deaths or 87.1 per cen
as comorbi

Comorbidities are most
often related to hypertension,
diabetes and cardiovascular
diseases.

Bengal's mortality rate
now is 2.01, while Indi. Lan:
dsat1.84 per cs alcutta’sis
325 per cent. Mamata also
stressed the need to lower
mortality rates in North 24-
Parganas, now at 2.18, and
Howrah,at2.71.

With 35,267 tests during
the day, the total number of
tests in the state rose to near-
ly 15.97 lakh, at 17,740 tests
per million.

Bengal also reported 35.57
per cent occupancy in 12,035
beds earmarked for Covid-1§
in 87 dedicated hospitals.
Telemedicine  consultation
has been given to nearly 1.19
lakh people, including 4,612
peaplein the past 24 hours.

Mamata lays stress on transparency

CM'’s jibe at PM
CARES Fund

PRANESH SARKAR

Calcutta: Mamata Banerjee
on Mon id emphasis on
transparency in government
projects, redress of people’s
grievances and proper execu-
tion of welfare schemes at her
first district review meeting
amid the Covid-18 pandemic.
‘The chief minister held the
review meeting of Howrah,
Hooghly, North 24 Parganas
and South 24-Parganas dis-
tricts over video conference.
Here is a s up of the key
issues raised by Mamata dur-
ing the meeting she held from
ma.

Transparency

The chief minister first raised
theissue of repeated breach of
river embankments, which le-
ft hundreds of villages mar-
ooned in the past few days,
particularly in South 24-Par-
ganas and North 24-Parganas.

“Some of the embankme-
nts, which were breached, ha-
vebeen repaired recently (aft-
er Amphan), Those who are
doing it (the repair) should do
it seriously. I would like to kn-
ow the reason behind these
(the breaches),” said Mamata,

Sources said local people
blamed the breaches on irr-
epularity on the part of the au-
thorities in carrying out the
repair.

In Bengal, repaiving an em-
bankment remains a political
issue. Every time whenanem-
bankment is breached, it is al-
leged that the vepair was not
done properly by the execut
ing agency but the authorities
leaved their payment without
ing questions.

Mamata asked the finance
secretary to ensure that agen-
cies supplying bi s under
the Sabuj Sathi s heme took li-
ability of the defective cycles

Repair dykes
properly: Didi

$e

Mamata Banerjee holds the district review meeting
at Nabanna on Monday

for the next three years so that
they could be replaced or re
paired

There were complaints
that the state government was
supplying to studentsbieycles
ferior quality even though
it had spent handsomely over
the past few years under the
scheme.

The chief minister then
said her government mai
tained transparency while
battling the pandemic.

“We have received little
over Rs 150 crorein the Covid
fund (where the state govern-
ment appealed to donate) and
we are spending the amount
through finance department
by maintaining transparen-
she said apparently to co
unter
ds wer
lebuyingequipment and other
itemsto battle Covid.

Welfare schemes

Mamata laid stress on contin-
uing welfare schemes and un-

dertaking the pending sche.
mes, which could not be com
pleted because of the pandem-
ic, immediately.

The chief minister wasvis-
ibly unhappy with the bac!
ward classes welfare depart-
ment as it could not complete
distribution of nearly 2 lakh
bicycles though it was suppo-
sed to be completed by March.

“Iwant the students to get
the cycles as soon as possible.
It is your responsibility to se-
nd the eycles to the homes of
the beneficiaries as schools
ave closed,” shesaid.

Mamata asked Anance sec-
retary HK Dwivedi whether
required permission had been
given to the backward classes
welfare department for procu
ring 2 lakh bicycles. As the fi-
nance v said the per
mission had already been giv.
en, she asked the department
to complete the process at the
earliest.

The chief minister has also
asked officials to ensure that

students get scholarships on
time even though schools and
colleges are closed these days.

The same missive was for old
age pensions and benefits for
tribal and Scheduled Caste
populace.

Mamata finally asked the
officials to make necessary ar-
rangements so that she conld
release all benefits — which
are transferred diveetly to the
bank accoumts of beneficiaries
— through a programme on
Wednesday.

Addressing grievances

Mamata directed the officials
to address the grievances, wh-
ich were lodged with the chief
minister’s office and forward

ed to them for necessary ac

tions.

“Some departments are
not dealing with these proper-
ly. Departments like panchay:
at, labour, PHE and agricul
ture have not addressed many
of the grievances forwarded
to them,” said the chief
minister.

Shesaid 95.7 percent of the
grievances for warded to offici-
als had been addressed in Hoo-
ghly. Similarly, Howrah has
addressed 96 percent of thegri
evances, North 24 Parganas
93.20 percent and South 24-Pa-
rganas $3.96 percent griev-
ances.

Mamata asked the officials
concerned to address the
complaints as soon as possible
as people had expectations
whenthey sent a letter seeking
rvedressal of their problems.

Sources said Mamata was
depending heavily on address-
ing grievances as she had re-
ceived feedback that this hel
ped her regaining people’s
faith at many places after the
Lok Sabha polls where the rul-
ing party in Bengal lost 18
seats to the BJP.

MEGHDEEP
BHATTACHARYYA

Calentta: Mamata Banerjee
on Monday lashed out at the
BJP and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's PM CARES
Fund, albeit without taking
names, and rejected allega-
tions from the saffron camp
that purchase of equjpmenl
for Covid-16 nmnaremem in
Bengal wasa “scam”.

‘The Bengal chief minister

said her government probed

very allegation of graft from
citizens and didn’t even spare
senior officials or minist
without any political interfer-
ence.

“Even once, did you try to
find out? Where all the money
was coming from... for buying
the oxygen, the ventilators,
the (high flow nasal) cannulas,
crores and crores of masks,
lakhs and lakhs of PPE (per-
sonal protective equipment),”
she said at an administrative
review meeting in Nabanna.

“We had set up a Covid-1§
fund, openly, with full trans-
parency, we had said how
much we got and where it is
being spent... every paisa is
being spent through the fi-
nance department. Over Rs
150 crove (received in dona-
tions),” added the Trinamul
Congress chief.

“But what the others col
lected, nobody got to Know..
with the Take Care fund.. Go,
see yourselves i the mirvor.”

Although she did not take
the proper name of the fund
and steered clear of naming

parties or people, it was clear
that the chiel minister was
mounting an attack on Modi
and his PM CARES Fund.

The Prime Minister is the
ex-officio chairman of the PM
CARES Fund while the defen
ce, home and finanee minis
ters are the ex-officio trustees.

Mamata had on afew occa-
sions criticised alleged lack of
transparency in the PM
CARES Fund

Her attack on Monday ca
me six days after the Supreme
Court had upheld the validity
of the PM CARES Fund, say-
ing the mere fact that the ad
mir o of the trust was
vested in trustees like the
Prime Minister and his cabi-
net colleagues would not take
away its public character and
no budgetary allocation had
beenmade for the purposeasit
‘was purely “voluntary™.

Mamata on Monday im
plied that those who had the
PM CARES Fund to answer
for should not point fingers at
her government.

“Nobody should ask where
the state government is buy-
ing masks from,” she said, ap.
parently dismissive of an alle-
gation raised by Bengal gover-
nor Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Twitter, which was picked up
by the saflron camp for noise
on social and mainstream
media.

The chief minister pointed
out that the testing kits had
been withdrawn by the Cen
tre’s Indian Council of Medical
Research, in April, because
they were found to be faulty.

Visva-Bharati

SNEHAMOY
CHAKRABORTY

Santiniketan: Visva-Bharati
on Monday decided to resume
“essential services” and stud-
entrelatedactivities.

‘The central university had
earlier decided to close “indefi-
nitely” after last Monday's
vandalism over the Pous Mela
boundary wall.

The decision
some of the act

resume
es was

meeting attended by vice-
chancellor Bidyut Chakrabar-
ty, prineipals, heads of
departments, officials and di-
rectors.

Visva-Bharati’s officiating
public  relations  officer
Anirban Sivcar issued a news
release that said employees
and teachers would continue
to  “work from home”
as the campus was still “vol
atile™ and the environment
unsafe for women employees.

to resume ‘essential services’

not list the “essential servic-
es”, it did shed light on the
“services related to students’
interest”, such as the admis-
slon process, exams and ol
line classes. These aclivities
will resume.

The news release added
that the varsity would review
the situation on August 81 and
decide accordingly:

Amid the pandemic, the
normal functioning of the uni-
versity will continue by “fol-

affairs’ SOP, the news release
said, referring to Covid safety
protocol.

Sowrces said varsity au
thorities were under “pres.
sure” as the closure of the
cenitral varsity for an indefi-
nite period did not go down
well with officials at the Cen
tre

Students”  organisations
had also been protesting
against the varsity’s decision
toclose the campusindefinite-

a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the varsity's
chancellor, and President
Ram Nath Kovind, the visitor
to Visva-Bharati, wging
that the varsity activities re-
sume.

Referring to the vandalism
and past “undesirableineide-
nts on the campus”, the varsi
ty stated that it would “issue
a detailed description of
why the construction of
the fence/barricade/ wall

sure (lle security of stu
dents...

On Monday, the BJP's
students wing ABVP protest
ed against the allegedly
Trinamul-backed  campus
vandalism last week. But
ABVP also told the Visva
Bharati authorities not to
diseontinue festivals such
as the Pous Mela, which

conneil’s

meeting in

Bridges
swept away,
villages
cut off

ANSHUMAN PHADIKAR

Tamluk: Twelve bamboo b
dges over the Kangsabati rive
for a stretch of 15km in East
Midnapore have been washed
away because of rising water
level and discharge of water
from a barrage at Mukutma-
nipur in Bankura.

Around 50,000 residents of
at least 100 villages on one side
of the river now can’t access
Panskura and Serampore on
the other side following the de-
struction of the bridges last
week

A wooden bridge connect
ing East Midnapore and West
Midnapore over the Keleghai
was also washed away last
week. The bridge was at Sa
bang in West Midnapore. All
political parties have appealed
to the state government to
build a new concrete bridge.

Both the Kangsabati and
the Keleghai had risen becau-
se of heavy rainfall triggered
by alow pressure in Bay of Be-

A damaged bamboo bridge
over the Kangsabatiat
Domaghat in East
Midnapore. (Jahangir Badsa)

The villages cut off from
the Panskura and Serampore
towns include Prajabar, Sara-
ighat, Raisahar, Paobanki, Do,
mghat, Maguri, Uttarsai and
Konchoki,

Sources said East Midna-
pore district administration
officials had provided cances
to the affected people to cross
the Kangsabati while the brid-
ges were being repaired, but
the residents said still, it wou-
1d take long time for commute.

“Wehave to either wait for
boats now or take 10-1akm
long detour on foot,” said one
villager, referring to three
conerete bridges near Seram.
pore, Panskura and Havi
narayan Chowk .

“Besides, we have to trek
through a lot of muck because
our side of theriver is not very

taken at an mergency Although the release did lowing the ministry of home ly.TheSFlonSundayhadsent was needed to protect and en-  July, developed,” he added.
L]
Cops become crater-fillers | Siicns | sreeizamens e
CIN: L67190WB1991PLC050656
fastfor 6, Tottee Lane, Kolkata-700 016
SOUMYADE SARKAR injured get primary treatment Phone No.: 2286-1571, Fax: 2217-6468

Malda: A group of policemen
and civie volunteers i Malda
town on Monday took up the
task of filling craters along a
10-km-long stretch on a state
highway that connects thedis-
trict headquarters to Man-
ikehak bl

The initiative, however,
brought under scanmer the
role of the state PWD that is
tasked with maintaining the
highway.

Policemen, ineluding offi-
cers posted at Milki police out-
post in Malda, along with vol-
unteers, hit the highway with
bricks, mortar and tools. They
stopped at regular intervals,
unloaded bricks and mortar,
and filled potholes and craters
that had come up on the high-
way these past few months.

“The highway is at its
worst now and minor acci-
dents occur daily. Light vehi-
cles such as two- and three-
wheelers often lose balance

pair a pothole on the

Malda-’ Malllkd\ak state highway on Monday.
Picture by Soumya De Sarkar

and flipon oneside or turm tur-
tle after hitting the craters.
The road is unsafe even for
mid-sized vehicles,” said Bad-
al Sheikh, a Milki resident.

The highway, sources said,
is 30km long of which a
stretch of 20km — between
Amrity and Manikchak —isin
bad shape.

As policemen filled crate-
rs, they drew praise from tr-
aders and residents, and some
volunteered tojoin the cops.

Mohammed Monirul Isl-
am, officer-in-charge of the
outpost, explained their ini
five. “Whenever a road as
dent takes place, it is owr re-
sponsibility to see to it that the

and that they are sent to hcspl
tals. These days, minor acci
dents have become common
along the highway. That's why
I took up the matter with my
colleagues at the outpost and
decided on primary repairs of
one stretch at least so that the
number of accidents falls,” he
said. “Seeing us, someresiden
tsalso joined us,” he addes
Alok Rajoria, the district
police chief, praised the police-
menandvolinteers. “We belie-
ve the road will be thoroughly
repaired indue cowrse, but wh-
at our men did on an emerge-
ney basis is laudable,” he said.
Senior engineers posted at
the state PWD (roads) depart-
ment in Malda, when told abo-
ut the initiative, refused to
comment officially. “The work
of repairing the state highway
has alveady started from the
Manikchak side,” said a PWD
r who refused to be na-
is our onus and prop-
er repairs will be done soon.”

exam scrap

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Jalpaiguri: Five fourth-year
B.Pharm students launched
an indefinite hunger strike at
the Institute of Pharmacy here
on Monday, demanding that
their final exams be cancelled
in the wake of Covid-19 spread
and marks be calculated on
the basis of their performane-
esin previous papers.

There are a total of 62 stu-
dents in the final year course
at the institute which is affili-
ated tothe West Bengal Unive-
rsity of Health Sciences. The
varsity conducts B.Pharm
course only at the Jalpaiguri
institute.

‘The final year exams were
suppesed to start on August
18, but the students locked up
theprineipal and other faculty
members in offices. Hence, the
varsity postponed the exams.

Longest ropeway over river launched in Assam

UMANAND JAISWAL

Guwahati: The 1.8km Guwa-
hati-North Guwahati rope-
way acrossthe Brahmaputra,
India’slongestriver ropeway,
was commissioned on Mon-
day, adevelopment the BJP-
led state government claimed
was “another feather in the
cap of the nation's gateway to
the Mortheast™.

The government hopes
theriver ropeway will
not only boost tourism but

Guwahati and Noit
hati to just about
from about 30minutes by
ferry and nearly 75 minutes
by road

Cabinet minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, during whose
tenure as Guwahati Develop-
ment Department (GDD)min-
ister the project was initiated,
and GDDminister Sid
dhartha Bhattacharya inau-
gurated the ropeway,
which will operate from
Kachari Ghat in Panbazar to
the Dol Govinda temple in
MNorthGuwahati.

Apart from thelongest
river ropeway, A ssam also
boasts thelongest bridgein
the country, the 9. 1km Bhu

pen Hazarika Setu, also
known as Dhola-Sadiya
bridge, in Tinsukia
district.

Inavgurated by Prime

The river ropeway after its inaugurat|

on Monday. (PT1)

Minister Navendra Modi on
May 26,2017, the Dhola-
Sadiya bridge has not only
cut travel time between
Assam and Arunachal

Pradesh by five hours, but

has been a huge boost to
tourism and trade.

The much-delayed river
built at a cost of
crore, wasinitiated
in2006and was ready for

commissioningin 2019 but
washeldup by the anti CAA
protests and then the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Anofficial statement said
that “India’s longestropeway
over a viver will connect
Guwahati to North Guwahati
and is another feather in the
cap of thenation's gateway
into the Northeast™ and that
tourism in Assam and its
capital will geta “major
boost™ through the ropeway
projec

“Overlooking the beauti
ful Brahmaputrariver, the
L.8km ropeway will facili
passengers to cross the river,
reducing the travel time by
animpressive difference.

Keep your eyes wide open
andlook outfor Urvashi is-
land and catch a glimpse of
the Umananda Temple on
Peacock island, built by
Ahom King Gadadhar Sing-
ha, who was said to bea devo-
teeof Lord Shiva,” the state-
ment said.

Theropeway will have
two cabins and each cabin
will have the capacity to ferry
32 passenger: s.nv.lud.lngm?
operators, It can farry
persons an hour, with one-
way fare fixed at Rs 60 and
two-wayat Rs 100. However,
only 15 passengers canavail
of the ride one way because of
thepandemic triggered social
distancing norms.

and Annual Report.
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NOTICE

1. The 28th Annual General Meeting of the Company ("AGM") will
be convened on Tuesday, 26th September, 2020 at 10.30 a.m. IST
through Video Conferencing ("VC*)/Other Audio Visual Means ("0AVM")
Facility to transact the Ordinary Businesses, as set out in the Notice
of the 29th AGM, in compliance with the applicable provisions of the
Companies Act, 2013 and Rules framed thereunder and the SEBI
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015
read with General Circular Nos.14/2020, 17/2020 and 20/2020 daled
Bth April 2020, 13th April 2020 and 5th May 2020, respectively, issued
by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA Circular/s*) and Circular No.
SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated 12th May, 2020 issued by
the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI Circular®), without
the physical presence of the Members at a comman venue.

2. In terms of MCA Circular/s and SEBI Gircular the Notice of the 29th
AGM and the Annual Report for the Financial Year 2019-2020 including
the Audited Financial Statements for the financial year ended 31st
March, 2020 (“Annual Report") will be sent by email to those Members
whose email addresses are registered with the Company/Depository
Participants(s)/Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (‘RTA’) i.e. M/s.
Niche Technologies Pvt. Ltd. The requirements of sending physical
copy of the Notice of the 20th AGM and Annual Report to the Members
have been dispensed with vide MCA Circular/s and SEBI Circular. The
instructions for joining the AGM through VC/OAVM and the manner of
taking part in the e-voting process will be provided along with the Notice

3. Members holding shares in physical mode or whose email
are not registered, may cast their vote through e-voting system after
registering their email addresses with the Company/RTA, by sending,
scanned copy of a signed request letter mentioning name, folio number|
and complete address, self attested scanned copy of the PAN Card;
and self attestad scanned copy of any document (such as AADHAR
Card, Driving Licence, Election Identity Card, Passport) in support of
the address of the Member as registered with the Company, by email

10 i com /

com

4. Members who hold shares in physical mode and who already have
valid email addresses with the Company/the RTA need not take any
further action in this regard. Members holding shares in demat form
can update their email address with their Depository Participant.

5. Pursuant to Section 91 of the Companies Act, 2013 and Rule 10
of the i and inistration) Rules, 2014

Place: Kolkata
Date: 24th August, 2020

(as amended) read with Regulation 42 of the Listing Regulations, the
Register of Members and Share Transfer Registers of the Company
shall remain closed from 23rd September, 2020 to 29th September,
2020 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of AGM.

6. The Notice and the Annual Report for the financial year ended March
31, 2020 shall be available on the website of the Company viz., www.
sreeleathers.com and also on the webstes of the Stock Exchanges
where Equity Shares of the Company are listed viz., www.bseindia.
com, www.nseindia.com and www.cse-india.com

For Sreeleathers Lid.,
(Bijoy Kumar Roy)
Company Secretary &
Gompliance Officer
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